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§. Following is press guidance used by Department 

§ spokesman August 20: 

Q. Do you have any comment on the reports by a private 
human rights organization that political prisoners are 
being killed in Argentina to prevent themfrom speaking 
S to representatives of the IAHRC (InterSsEawSl Human 
Rights Commission) which is scheduled to visit there 
J soon for the purpose of investigating human rights there? 

2 Is the U.S. looking into it? 

A. There have been allegations that, in addition to the 
large number of political prisoners which the Government 
of Argentina acknowledges holding, there might still be 
S clandestine prison facilities in Argentina where unacknow- 
D ledged prisoners — presumably some of the disappeared — might 

be held or even killed. We asked our Embassy in Buenos Aires 
to investigate. We have been unable to confirm or deny 
these reports. The Government of Argentina has stated that 
there are no clandestine detention facilities in that 
country. 

We remain seriously concerned over the human rights 
conditions in Argentina, particularly the fate of the many 
who' have "disappeared." We continue to express our concerns 
to the Argentine Government and to urge it to restore full 
respect for human rights and the rule of law. The Govern- 
ment of Argentina has invited the Inter-American Human Rights 
Commission to visit ^Argentina, and the Commission has accepted 
this invitation. We nopW^ihat nothing will arise which in 
any way interferes with the work of the Commission in 
establishing the facts with respect to the human rights 
situation at this time. 


Following is press guidance used by Department 
spokesman August 15: 

Q. Do you have any comment on the reports of the police 
seizure of the files of Argentine human rights organizations? 

A. Last Friday, Argentine police entered the offices of 
three human rights groups in Buenos Aires and seized files 
that those groups had prepared to turn over to the Inter- 
American Human Rights Commission. The Commission will be 
visiting Argentina this September. There is now another 
press report that the police again have entered and seized 
additional files and documents of these organizations. 

We note that the Argentine Government extended the invitation 
to the Commission with public assurances that it would 
cooperate fully with it. We therefore are surprised at 
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these reports particularly on the eve of the visit of 
the Inter -American Human Rights Commission. We hope 
that the Argentine Government will take no further 
actions which might interfere with the Commission's 
vist. 


